
Birds, butterflies, ants, and bees are attracted to flowers, and so are artists! Flowers bloom 
throughout art and design history. Botanical elements can be found decorating objects in 
ancient Egyptian tombs, woven into textiles during the Middle Ages, stamped on kapa here 
in Hawai‘i, in large-scale mythological paintings of the Italian Renaissance, featured in still 
life portraits and adorning one of the earliest known human inventions: clay-based pottery. 
Flowers are often used to symbolize cultural, personal, or religious significance. Do you have a 
favorite flower? What does it mean to you? 

Thinking about how artists use the principles of scale and emphasis can help us 
think in new ways about the flowers that we find! 

SCALE  refers to the relationship of size or quantity of objects in or around an artwork. 

EMPHASIS  is a technique which draws attention to an area or areas in a composition. 

GALLERY HUNT

All About the Pua

ALL ABOUT THE PUA • MAY 16, 2021



ARTS OF HAWAI‘I

Melissa Chimera (b. 1972, Hawai‘i)
The Farthest Shore, 2019 
Oil, ink, and silk, on linen

Try “reading” this painting left  to right, looking for a story that it might 
tell. What is the fi rst fl ower that you notice? How are the images on the 
left  side of the painting diff erent from those on the right? How does the 
emphasis change? Look for the fl owers that lift  away from the canvas, 
becoming three-dimensional. Do you see the silhouette perched on the 
fl ower at the far right of the canvas? How is the scale of that silhouetted 
human fi gure diff erent than the scale of the human fi gures on the left ? 

EXHIBITION: PRESENCE

Faith Ringgold (b. 1930. Lives and works in Englewood, New Jersey)
The Sunflower Quilting Bee at Arles, 1995-1996
Color lithograph. Printed by Tamarind master printers Eileen M. Foti and Lynne Allen, 

at Rutgers Center for Innovative Printing

Think about emphasis. What area are you most interested in 
when you look at this artwork? What does the artist want you 
to notice fi rst? Now think about scale. How big are the people in 
comparison to the sunfl owers? Have you ever stood beside a 
sunfl ower? The community of women working together on the 
sunfl ower quilt are joined by a solitary man, holding a vase of 
sunfl owers. This man is the famous Dutch painter, Vincent van 
Gogh, who felt that sunfl owers communicated gratitude. 

EXHIBITION: REFLECT 

Ruth Duckworth (b. Germany, 1919-2009. Lived and worked in Chicago)
Untitled, 1986
Ceramic, wood, paint

Do you notice anything about this sculpture that reminds you of a 
fl ower? The scale of it is certainly diff erent from what we usually 
see! Inspired by nature, artist Ruth Duckworth rarely titled her 
works, preferring for those who encounter her work to have their 
own ideas about it. Could this represent a fl ower? Why or why not? 
Imagine standing next to a live fl ower of this size. What might it 
smell like? How heavy would the petals be? 
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BONUS HOME SEARCH  Search for fl ower art in your home! 
It might be hiding as a design on plates or cups in kitchen cabinets, on clothes in the laundry, 
or be in the form of a lei! Think about how choices of scale and emphasis inform the designs. 


